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Homecoming 2016 
Homecoming 2016 was held the weekend of 

October 14 & 15.  The annual Homecoming 

Parade made its way to Perkins Field with 

the band, queens and class floats.  During 

halftime ceremonies of the Bridgeport vs. 

Bishop Donahue game the five queen candi-

dates selected a box in a predetermined or-

der to find who would be the 2016 Home-

coming Queen.  Hannah Patroski, who se-

lected fourth, opened her box to see that she 

had the odd colored rose, and was named the 

2016 Homecoming Queen. Saturday night 

the homecoming dance was held in the cafe-

torium.  Students danced the night away to 

the sounds of DJ Mikol G.  During the even-

ing the homecoming court was announced 

and the king candidates were brought on 

stage.  The king candidates also selected a box in a predetermined order. Eli Williams 

opened his box to see that he had the Bulldog wearing a crown.   

 

Homecoming Queen & King 2016 

Hannah Patroski and Eli Williams 

2016 Homecoming Court 
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Meet Miss Ponsetti 

by Vetra Foster 

I recently had the chance to sit down with one of our new teachers at Bridgeport High School, Miss Amanda 

Ponsetti, the new Intervention specialist.  Miss Ponsetti is a graduate of Bellaire High School and did her student 

teaching at her alma mater.  She attended Ohio University and received her degree from Wheeling Jesuit Univer-

sity. She was a substitute teacher at Bridgeport for several years and worked at the Belmont Career Center last 

year.  She hopes to become highly qualified in all subject areas.  I asked her what she is most excited about this 

year and she told me “My math class.  I have a lot of hands on activities I hope that will get my students more 

excited about math.”  I asked about her hobbies and she says “Going to Pirate baseball games and traveling.  I 

had the chance to take a train to Chicago and see Wrigley Field and the Biograph Theater over the summer.”  It 

sounds like Miss Ponsetti has a lot of enthusiasm and is ready for a fun year with her students. 

Welcome Miss Evans 

by Danielle Hollingshead 

Ever wonder what it’s like to be a new 

teacher at a new school?  Well, Miss Tay-

lor Evans knows that feeling.  She just 

graduated from The Ohio State University 

where she majored in music education. 

She’s very excited about this being her 

first job and says that she’s set some goals 

for herself, such as providing unique per-

formance opportunities for her students.  Miss Evans said 

that she had many opportunities to perform all over the 

country in different ensembles that she participated in and 

wants the same for her students.  Participating in all of those 

different ensembles was her favorite college memory.  Her 

brother and sister both attend OSU and they all come from 

the Columbus area where her parents reside.  Miss Evans 

mentioned that she knows how to play every instrument in 

the band and likes to play the euphonium in her spare time.  

She also likes to be outdoors reading a book or going on 

hikes.  We welcome Miss Evans to Bridgeport High 

School!! 

Kidwell joins BHS staff 

by Destiny Lichwa 

Mrs. Brandi Kidwell, our new ninth and eleventh grade English teacher, attended Wheeling Jesuit University.  

She has a bachelor's degree in Marketing as well as a  master’s in Business Administration.  Kidwell returned to 

school to earn her teaching certificate after working in the business world for a few years.  Mrs. Kidwell favors 

the interactions she is able to build with her students.  Her favorite part about her teaching career is the relation-

ships she is able to build with her students and watching them understand and find enjoyment in the subjects she 

presents to them.  She tells me that interaction is the base for her teaching style.  She teaches with a college ap-

proach as she prefers group activities and projects.  Mrs. Kidwell was previously employed at Bishop Donahue 

High School as an English teacher.  She decided to make the move to Bridgeport High School as it is closer to 

home and in Ohio, where she wanted to be.  Outside of the classroom, Kidwell enjoys spending time with her 

family and reading.  Her love for reading is the reason behind her decision to pursue English as her subject.  She 

and her husband, who is also a teacher, have two young children.  Mrs. Kidwell is a big Ohio State fan. 

 

Krieger and Math 

by Krislyn Littleton 

Mr. Mackenzie Krieger is our new math teacher 

at BHS. He is a graduate of Bellaire High 

School and West Liberty University.  I asked 

Mr. Krieger if he had a favorite memory of his 

college days and he replied “My favorite 

memory was a geometry class with 3 people, 

me and two of my friends.  I loved this course 

because my professor had us teaching each oth-

er.”  Mr. Krieger told me this is his first teaching job.  He did his 

student teaching at Wheeling Park High School and Sherrard Mid-

dle School.  He is most excited about teaching Algebra II and Cal-

culus.  His goals for this year are to prepare his students for life 

after graduation.  Mr. Krieger has an  older sister, Ashley Krieger, 

who is the music teacher at Bridgeport Schools.  He also has an 

older brother.  Wedding bells will be ringing next summer as Mr. 

Krieger and his finance Kylie, who is a science teacher at Bellaire 

High School, tie the knot.  I asked him if he had any hobbies and 

he replied “I enjoy spending time with my family.  I am currently 

remodeling my house and love watching my favorite football 

teams, the Bridgeport Bulldogs and the Pittsburgh Steelers as well 

as my favorite hockey the Pittsburgh Penguins.”  Mr. Krieger is 

very new to the teaching field and is quickly becoming a Bridge-

port Bulldog. 
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Bump, Set, Spike!   

by Lauren Neer & Taylor Newkirk 

The Lady Dogs volleyball team has four seniors, Deja Massey, Samantha Ivan, Jasmine Rodgers and Karleigh 

McCardle.  The juniors are Kamden Dulesky, Shelby Matheny, Lauren Neer, Taylor Newkirk, Danielle Hollings-

head, and Kristina Butler.  One sophomore, Brianna Conaway, and freshmen Megan Perdock, Maura Tiber, Kayleigh 

Roberts, Jaida Kusic, Jessa Stockwell, Danielle Bradac, Kiely Reed, and Sierra Simeth.  The Lady Dogs are coached 

by Ron Kelly and assisted by Apryl Patterson.  We had the opportunity to interview captain Sam Ivan.  We asked, 

“What was some of your favorite memories from past seasons?”  She replied, “One of my favorite memories would 

have to our team bonding adventures, like the one time we went to Taylor’s house and played slip n’ slide kickball 

and the next day showed up for pictures with bruises and cuts all down our legs.  Also, our karaoke sessions on the 

bus to games whether we won or lost.  Over the years I’ve had many fond memories with the girls who will always 

be my team.”  We also had the chance to interview junior Kamden Dulesky.  We 

asked, “How do you feel about being nominated for Player of the Week?”  Kamden 

replied, “I feel very honored to have this opportunity because it is a huge achievement.  

I am also extremely excited to see the results.  Thank you to everyone who voted for 

me and especially my team for making this experience possible.”  The Lady Dogs are 

full of talented players that showcase their abilities every time they step onto the court.  

The girls play their hears out every game whether they win or lose.  Volleyball contin-

ues to be a player friendly environment.  The varsity ended their regular season with 

13 wins and 7 loses.  The JV team closed their season with 9 wins and 10 loses. 
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Golf 

by Dylan 

Nowakowski 

The Bridgeport 

Golf Team had an 

exciting year with 

a record of 44-11 

on the regular season.  Seniors Matt Herink and 

Dylan Nowakowski came in with the lowest aver-

ages.  They were followed by sophomores Kevin 

Herink, Tommy Fulton, Cody Creamer, Angela 

Sommer and Jason Sommer.  The team was run-

ner up in the OVAC competition on September 

13th.  Matt scored a 73 to make the All OVAC 

Team.  On September 22nd, the Dogs were runner 

up in the OVGL tournament.  Seniors Dylan and 

Matt were named to the OVGL team,  Dylan tied 

for runner up medalist and received the OVGL 

Coaches Award.  The team played in the section-

als and placed 6th with a 397 to advance to dis-

tricts.  Matt Herink also had the honor of being 

named captain of the Times Leader Golf team for 

2016. Coach Zitzelsberger is very proud of his 

team and their record this year. 

 

Cross Country 

by Vetra Foster 

Long races, running up hills and through the woods.  It’s 

Cross Country season.  This year’s cross-country team con-

sist of senior David Wiselka, juniors Elliott Dean and Vetra 

Foster, sophomores Jason Sommer and Lauren White and 

freshman Nick Nolan.  The members of the team worked 

hard during the season.  I asked Wiselka about the goals he 

wishes to accomplish this year.  He replied, “I hope to make 

it to regionals this year”.  I then asked him what he thinks 

the most difficult part of cross-

country is and he replied “I 

think the hardest part is the 

competition and trying to get 

your times down”.  I also had 

the chance to talk with Coach 

Jay Sommer about the season 

so far.  He said “We are defi-

nitely on the right track.  The  

whole team has been doing well despite the harsh weather”.  

In addition I asked what improvements has he noticed in the 

team this year.  He replied, “I have been pleasantly sur-

prised by every single runner this year.  Everyone has im-

proved their times since last year and they continue to get 

better each week.”  It seems like the teams hard work has 

paid off for a great season. 
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The Men of Fall 

by Thomas Coyne & Jeremiah Booker 

The 2016 Bridgeport Bulldogs football team has worked hard all season.  

The Bulldogs returned nine of last years starters while still being lead by 

head coach, Zach Melton.  After a strong but crazy 32-26 victory in the 

final game last year over the Cameron Dragons the Bulldogs have good 

momentum building up this year.  Three of the returning starters are sen-

iors Thomas Coyne, Dane Cash and Eli Williams who have taken over the 

captain duties for the Bulldogs.  As of week five the Bulldogs had many 

players recognized throughout the valley.  Garrett Duncan received Defen-

sive Player of the Week for his 17 1/2 tackle performance in the Toronto 

game.  In week four Jeremiah Booker’s 418 yard game against Paden City launched him into the Player of the Week 

for the Times Leader.  Cash, Coyne, and Mannix Doyle all received Honor Roll for their contribution to the win 

against Paden City.  Cash rushed for one touchdown while also catching two passes for a total for 50 yards and an-

other six points.  Doyle came up big with 106 yards receiving and one touchdown.  Coyne also had a touchdown 

while racking up 100 yards receiving.  Coyne was also on the Times Leader Honor Roll for Week 5.  The Dogs look 

to build a productive season to send their seniors out on a good note. 

Welcome to America! 

by Miranda Bowers 

 “A student exchange program is a program in which students from a secondary school or university study abroad 

at one of their institution’s partner institutions.  A student exchange program may involve international  travel.”  

This year we were fortunate enough to welcome five wonderful foreign exchange students from five different geo-

graphical areas in the world.  Foreign exchange students are extremely adventurous individuals, that are willing to 

travel thousands of miles from home to experience the adventure of a lifetime.  These students leave their friends 

and families to come to a foreign country where they encounter an unfamiliar culture and meet many new people. 

This year we welcomed one female, Charlotte Van Den Bos and four males Jair Rodriguez, Alex-Kim, Kristian 

Bucevski, and Sardorbek Yusopov.  I was able to ask them if it was hard for them adjusting to the new environ-

ment.  Their replies ranged from “yes, it was hard to adjust because of the different time zones and cultures” - Sar-

dor to “not at all, you just have to talk to people and make friends and everything will be easy and fun” stated Jair.  

“No, it will always be hard” Charlotte replied.  I also asked them what their favorite thing about American was.  

They all answered with slightly different responses such as “being able to experience the American Dream” stated 

Sardor.  “I like everything but I especially like the sports activities”  inferred Alex.   

I’d like to thank the foreign exchange students for answering my questions and welcome them to America! 

‘Merica Day 


